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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE  
 

 
Date:    Friday, April 28, 2023 
Time:  8:00 a.m. 
Location:          City Council Chamber, Room 219, City Hall 
  

ANNOUNCEMENT - Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through 
any medium, subject to reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to 
interfere with the conduct of the meeting.  Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith. All Documents 
referenced or used during the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the Chair of the Committee, pursuant to the Open Meeting and 
Public Records Law.  All documents shall become part of the official record of the meeting. 

 
 
I.  Review and Approval of the Minutes Meeting 

• September 28, 2022 
• October 26, 2022 
• November 17, 2022 
• December 16, 2022 

 
II. Department Updates 

• Public Health Department 
• Police Department 
• Fire Department 

 
III. 10960 – An Application by Brian’s Bowlaway, for a Bowling Alley License located at 123 

Main Street. (In the City Council and Referred to Public Safety 4/18/2023) 
 

IV. 10961 – An Application by The Witched Wardrobe, for a Fortune Tellers License located at 
314 Central Street. (In the City Council and Referred to Public Safety 4/18/2023) 

 
V. 10962 – An Application by GameStop, Inc. #3725 for a License to deal in Second-hand 

Articles at 376 Timpany Blvd. (In the City Council and Referred to Public Safety 4/18/2023) 
 

VI. 10963 – An Application by Gardner Coins & Cards, Inc., for a License to deal in Second-
hand Articles at 18 Parker Street. (In the City Council and Referred to Public Safety 
4/18/2023) 

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT 
Elizabeth J. Kazinskas 
 

COUNCILLORS AT LARGE 
James S. Boone 
Craig R. Cormier 
Ronald F. Cormier 
Elizabeth J. Kazinskas 
Judy A. Mack 
George C. Tyros 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WARD 1 COUNCILLOR 
James M. Walsh, Esq. 
 

WARD 2 COUNCILLOR 
Dana M. Heath 
 

WARD 3 COUNCILLOR 
PAUL G. TASSONE 
 

WARD 4 COUNCILLOR 
Karen G. Hardern 
 

WARD 5 COUNCILLOR 
Aleksander Dernalowicz, Esq. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

VII. 10964 – An Application by House of Peace and Education, Inc., d/b/a HOPEful Boutique, for 
a License to Deal in Second-hand Articles at 29 Pleasant Street. (In the City Council and 
Referred to Public Safety 4/18/2023) 
 

VIII. 10970 – An Application by EcoATM LLC, for a License to Deal in Second Hand Articles at 
677 Timpany Plaza (inside Walmart 2115). (Received in the Clerk’s Office 4/24/2023) 

 
IX. New Business 
 
X. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE:  The listing of Agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the meeting.  
Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent 
permitted by law.   
 
       CITY COUNCIL OF GARDNER 

       Craig R. Cormier 
       COUNCILLOR CRAIG R. CORMIER 
       Chairman, Public Safety Committee   
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Committee Chairman Councillor Craig Cormier called the Public Safety Committee meeting 
to order at 8:45 a.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room 128, City Hall. Committee members 
Councillor James Boone and Karen Hardern were also present.  
 

Also present was Building Commissioner Roland Jean; Board of Health Director Lauren 
Saunders; Police Chief Eric McAvene; and City Clerk Titi Siriphan.   

 

I. Review and Approval of the Minutes Meeting of March 14, 2022 and May 12, 2022. 
On a motion by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, 
it was voted viva voce to accept the Minutes of the March 14, 2022 and May 12, 2022 
Public Safety Committee Meeting, as printed.  

 
II. Department Updates 

 
Building Department 
Building Commissioner Roland Jean informed the committee of updates in their 
department: 

• Building department has issued over 841 permits. 
• Local Inspector job is open. 
• Still looking for a night custodian for 3 months now. 
• Elementary school opened up on time. 
• Concession stand at high school has begun and the foundation was put in 

today. 
• There was another break in at the School Street School 
• Zoning busy. There is a remand for Clark Street development. The Zoning 

Board has denied their use variance. 
• Has an appointment today at the Fire Station in regard to the roof leaks. They 

need to find the leaks so that they can be repaired before the heat is turned on 
for the winter. 
 

Police Department 
Police Chief Eric McAvene informed the committee: 

• They have been encumbering money for Reservoir Hill to stabilize their 
radios. Looking for permanent equipment so that there are no more issues. 

• There is an officer in training that will start the academy on October 17th . 
• Critically short staffed. Currently 5 down. By November 30th they’ll be down 6 

and February 3rd, down 7 due to retirements. 
• Received a lot of K9 gifts from the community. 
• There is one person out from Animal Control due to injury and another out 

staff out from COVID. Area ACL have been helping the department out. 
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Health Department 
Board of Health Director Lauren Saunders informed the committee: 
 
PREVENTION  - Game changers and Escape the Vape classes (GHS and GMS)  
 
9th annual NNO was held August 2, new location at GHS. Very well attended. 
Veronika also helped with International Overdose Awareness night 8/31.  
 
September is recovery month. In partnership with Alyssa’s Place and GCAT, 
Veronika has been working on a photo project to celebrate people in recovery. Photos 
are going to be displayed on social media, throughout the city and in the community 
and at the recovery event on the 23rd the full project will be displayed.  
 
Recovery month event September 23 4:30 to 7pm with speaker, Brandon Novak.  
 
October is the prevention conference, VP has been very busy planning that. It will be 
held 10/21 here at City Hall.  
 
Landfill – issues with pumps continuously in high alarm at the capped landfill. Trying 
to determine if pumps need to be repaired/replaced or if it is a censor/electrical or 
panel issue. We will be having some maintenance work done this month. There are 
also spots of erosion that need to be addressed at landfill per DEP. We are trying to 
work with DPW on bringing those areas into compliance.  
 
New textile band effective November 2022 – BBBS foundation will provide home pick 
up to residents, clothing shoes, textiles, as well as boxed kitchen items, décor, cups, 
dishes, books, etc. We will be replacing current bins at Transfer with BBBS in March 
when contract expires with Planet Aid. Also, Mike Ellis at the senior center will be 
placing some boxes there. Other private businesses in city have collection bins for 
textiles.  A mailer was sent to all Gardner residents to inform them of the textile ban 
and to let them know about the home pick up service.  
 
Assistant Director Rick Rossi left us for a job as Communications Director. Angela  
DiPrima our admin coordinator was promoted to Asst. Director. She has been training 
on housing and food inspections. We still need to hire someone to replace her, job has 
been posted and will be reviewing resumes and interviewing 
 
Housing has been extremely busy.  
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We worked with other City Departments on an emergency condemnation recently, 
no running water to the property. We have located the landlord and she is working 
on cleaning up the property and bringing it back into compliance.  
 
Mobile home condemnation, order to vacate. Resident went before the board who 
upheld the order.  
 
We have also started to enforce and cite for violations of the new Litter ordinance 
that was passed recently. There are certain areas of the city we are focused on getting 
cleaned up/compliance from landlords. 
 
KGB fall cleanup is October 1st 9am-noon – staples lot  
 
Opening inspections completed at GES – kitchen good to go minus the hood system 
inspection (Wednesday 3pm – provided that goes/went well they are all set) 
 
COVID - Gardner cases: 6.37% positivity rate, 7.57% MA positivity rate. 
 
We are still giving out COVID home test kits in the health department.  
 
Bivalent COVID-19 vaccine is now available. New booster targeted to produce an 
immune response against original strain and the new most recent OMICRON 
variants.  
 -Anyone 12 or older who completed primary vaccine series. Doctors office, 
pharmacies, hospitals, community health clinics.  
 
FLU clinic is scheduled for October 10-12:30. We have sent to HR to send out sign up 
notification. 

 
III. #10784 – An Application  by Gardner Ten Pins, Inc., located at 560 W Broadway , for 

a Bowling Alley License. 
On a motion made by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Karen 
Hardern, it was voted to recommend to the City Council to APPROVE An 
Application by Gardner Ten Pins, Inc., located at 560 W Broadway, for a Bowling 
Alley License. 
 

IV. #10785 – An Application by Gardner Thrift Store, for a License to deal in Second-
hand Articles at 280 Central Street. 
On a motion made by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Karen 
Hardern, it was voted to recommend to the City Council to APPROVE An 
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Application by Gardner Thrift Store, for a License to deal in Second-hand Articles at 
280 Central Street. 

 
V. New Business 

Councillor Karen Hardern would like to thank the Police Department on the opening 
with the new school and the control of traffic. 

 
Adjournment. 
On a motion Councillor Karen Hardern, and seconded by Councillor James Boone, it was voted 
viva voce to adjourn at 9:12 a.m.   
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Committee Chairman Councillor Craig Cormier called the Public Safety Committee meeting 
to order at 8:45 a.m. in the Council Chambers, Room 219, City Hall. Committee member 
Councillor Karen Hardern was also present. Councillor James Boone was absent. 
 

Also present was Building Commissioner Roland Jean; Police Chief Eric McAvene; and City 
Clerk Titi Siriphan.   

 

I. #10814 – An Application to Buy & Sell Second Hand Motor Vehicles, Class 2 for 
Sylvester R. Anghuy, located at 146 Sherman Street. 
Police Chief Eric McAvene informed the committee that there were no issues with 
this application. 
 
Building Commissioner Roland Jean informed the committee that this was an internet 
only business. There will be no cars on the property. 
 
Clerk Siriphan informed the committee that the applicant is in compliant with their 
taxes. 
 
On a motion made by Councillor Hardern and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier, 
it was to recommend to the City Council to APPROVE An Application to Buy & Sell 
Second Hand Motor Vehicles, Class 2 for Sylvester R. Anghuy, located at 146 
Sherman Street. 

 
II. New Business 

No new business. 
 
Adjournment 
On a motion Councillor Karen Hardern, and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier, it was 
voted viva voce to adjourn at 8:47 a.m.   
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Committee Chairman Councillor Craig Cormier called the Public Safety Committee meeting 
to order at 8:45 a.m. in the Mayor’s Conference, Room 128, City Hall. Committee members 
Councillors Karen Hardern and James Boone were also present.  
 

Also present was Police Chief Eric McAvene; and Assistant City Clerk John Olivari.   
 

I. #10834 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 423, 
Entitled “Hackney and Other Carriages.”. 
Police Chief Eric McAvene informed the committee that the Uber and ride shares 
don’t follow the same standards as the Hackney Licenses. This will be a new 
ordinance that fall under this umbrella. 
 
Councillor Boone questioned the taxi services in Gardner. 
 
Chief McAvene responded that there was a taxi service but the traffic for that was 
slow. With current time, people find it easier to go on their phones, use an app to get 
a ride share. Fitchburg has already adopted a ride share ordinance and Gardner is one 
of the last communities to adopt one. Hackney Licenses are more controlled by the 
City where as ride shares are controlled by state regulations. 
 
On a motion made by Councillor James Boone and seconded by Councillor Karen 
Hardern, it was to recommend to the City Council to APPROVE An Ordinance to 
Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 423, Entitled “Hackney and Other 
Carriages.” 
 

II. New Business 
Councillor James Boone questioned some concerns about safety on West Street, near 
the Hen house. There are parking issues. The view leaving Ash Street can be difficult 
and dangerous coming out of that road. Other businesses have complained about this 
issue. 
 
Chief McAvene responded that they can review the location and mention it at the next 
Traffic Commission meeting. 

 
Adjournment 
On a motion Councillor Karen Hardern, and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier, it was 
voted viva voce to adjourn at 8:52 a.m.   
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